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STILL UP IN THE AIR 
Reflections from the Pastor’s Study 

Becoming Virgin 
“‘Tis the season to be jolly…” is the way the song goes, 
but too often it feels like ‘tis the season to be tired, to be 
too busy, to be stressed out about finding the time to 
make things perfect…. Or is it just me? 
It doesn’t have to be this way. We can make our own 
choices and, to a great extent, discover ways to allow 
ourselves to be less busy, less stressed.  
For example, the kids and I love having a real tree, but 
last year our family decided together that using a small 
artificial tree we already had would be just fine—and 
easier—and it was. And although we are leaning 
towards getting a “real tree” again this year, our 
Christmas does not depend upon it. Christmas does not 
rest on “doing” or “accomplishing” but in relationships, 
most importantly our relationship with God. Loretta 
Ross-Gotta suggests that Christmas comes when we 
allow ourselves to be open to the coming of Christ 
within us—when we become like Mary, the Virgin:  

We create holy ground and give birth to Christ in our 
time not by doing but by believing and by love the 
mysterious Infinite One who stirs within. This requires 
trust that something of great and saving importance is 
growing and kicking its heels in you…. 

Jesus observed, “Without me you can do nothing” 
(John 15:5). Yet we act, for the most part, as though 
without us God can do nothing. We think we have to 
make Christmas come, which is to say we think we have to 
bring about the redemption of the universe on our own. 
When all God needs is a willing womb, a place of safety, 
nourishment, and love. “Oh, but nothing will get done,” 
you say, “If I don’t do it, Christmas won’t happen.” And 
we crowd out Christ with our fretful fears. 

God asks us to give away everything of ourselves. The 
gift of greatest efficacy and power that we can offer God 
and creation is not our skills, gifts, abilities, and 
possessions. The wise men had their gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh, Paul and Peter had their preaching. Mary 
offered only space, love, belief. What is it that delivers 
Christ into the world—preaching, art, writing, 

scholarship, social justice? Those are all gifts well worth 
sharing. But preachers lose their charisma, scholarship 
grows pedantic, social justice alone cannot save us. In the 
end, when all other human gifts have met their inevitable 
limitation, it is the recollected one, the bold virgin with a 
heart in love with God who makes a sanctuary of her life, 
who delivers Christ who then delivers us.  

Try it. Leave behind your briefcase and notes and 
proof texts. Leave behind your honed skills and 
knowledge. Leave the Christmas decorations up in the 
attic. Go to someone in need and say, “Here, all I have is 
Christ.” And find out that that is enough…. 

The intensity and strain that many of us bring to 
Christmas must suggest to some onlookers that, on the 
whole, Christians do not seem to have gotten the point of 
it. Probably few of us have the faith or the nerve to tamper 
with hallowed Christmas traditions on a large scale, or 
with our other holiday celebrations. But a small 
experiment might prove interesting. What if, instead of 
doing something, we were to be something special? Be a 
womb. Be a dwelling for God. Be surprised. 

~ From “To Be Virgin” by Loretta Ross-Gotta in 
Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and 
Christmas 

   Glad to be on the journey with you, 
   Pastor Randy   
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WORSHIP THE LORD: 
DECEMBER 2011 

 
Sunday morning, December 4 (Advent 2) 

¥ 9:00am – FELLOWSHIP 
¥ 9:30am – WORSHIP  

o “Way to Live: Time”  
!  Sabbath: Rest & Worship 
!  Exodus 16:15b‐30 
!  Deuteronomy 5:12‐15 
!  Matthew 12:1‐14  

Experience the Light of Saturday Night 
Sat., December 10 

¥ 5:30pm – WORSHIP   
o “God’s Dream”   

Sunday morning, December 11 (Advent 3)  
¥ 9:00am – FELLOWSHIP 
¥ 9:30am – WORSHIP  

o “Way to Live: Justice” 
God Wants All People to 
Blossom and Flourish 

Sunday morning, December 18 (Advent 4) 
¥ 9:00am – FELLOWSHIP 
¥ 9:30am – ANNUAL CHILDREN & YOUTH 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM   

Christmas Eve, December 24 
¥ 5:30pm – Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Lessons & Carols Service 
¥ 11:00pm – Communion‐by‐Candlelight 

Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25 
¥ 9:30am – Christmas Day Worship  

o A Celebration of the Feast of the 
Nativity (45‐min service)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT MEDITATIONS 

 

Hope 
You must be men and women of ceaseless hope, because 
only tomorrow can today’s human and Christian 
promise be realized; and every tomorrow will have its 
own tomorrow, world without end. Every human act, 
every Christian act, is an act of hope. But that means 
you must be men and women of the present, you must 
live this moment—really live it, not just endure it—
because this very moment, for all its imperfection and 
frustration, because of its imperfection and frustration, 
is pregnant with the future, is pregnant with love, is 
pregnant with Christ. 

   ~ Walter J. Burghardt  

Peace 
  O day of peace that dimly shines 
  Through all our hopes and prayers and dreams, 
  Guide us to justice, truth and love; 
  Delivered from our selfish schemes. 
  May swords of hate fall from our hands, 
  Our hearts from envy find release, 
  Till by God’s grace our warring world 
  Shall see Christ’s promised reign of peace. 
   ~ Carl P. Daw, Jr. 

Joy 
 Let the wilderness and the parched land be glad,  
 let the desert rejoice and burst into flower.  
 Let it flower with fields of asphodel,  
 let it rejoice and shout for joy. 
   ~ Isaiah 35:1-2 (REB) 

Love 
God saw the world falling to ruin because of fear and 
immediately acted to call it back with love. God 
invited it by grace, preserved it by love, and embrace 
it with compassion. 

   ~ Peter Chrysologus, 5th century 

 

THIS IS YOUR  NEWSLETTERÉ  
Please submit your articles, thoughts, news bits, 
thank you notes, joys and concerns, and any ideas 
you may have about the newsletter to Rhonna or 
Randy. Call, email, or stop by and see us. "                                     
Church office (Rhonna) email address:  
presbch@hickorytech.net 

!

!



 3 

"#$!%#&&'#!()*+),-. !

“Come on, ring them bells!”  First Presbyterian 
Church will (again!) be leading the way among 
area churches by providing enthusiastic and 
smiling ding‐a‐lings (a.k.a. bell ringers) to help the 
Salvation Army with their Red Kettle Campaign.  
We’re ringing the week of December 12 thru 17 
from 11:00am thru 9:00pm each day at Cub Foods 
East.  If you’d like to join in the fun, please sign‐up 
on the BIG CHART located in the back of the 
sanctuary!  Anyone (not just Presbyterians) is 
welcome to ring the bells: friends, relatives, 
grandchildren, co‐workers, etc. This is a wonderful 
way for families to share in a “do‐it‐together‐
tradition” of GIVING!  

(/.0,"*)&,/.!(')11!",.-,.-!&2#!3#''1! !

The Confirmation class will be participating in the 
Red Kettle Campaign on Wednesday, December 14 
from 6:00pm ‘til 8:00 followed by a trip to Culver’s 
for supper. We will meet at the church at 5:35 
SHARP and ride together to Cub Foods East. 

NOTE:  Confirmation classes and the After‐School 
Bible Class will be on vacation December 21 & 28; 
classes resume on Wednesday, January 4, 2012.  

+/,.1#&&,)1 !

In the recent past, we’ve “saved” the poinsettias 
for Christmas Eve; this year, however, we will 
display the plants in the sanctuary as soon as they 
arrive. (They may be taken home after worship on 
Christmas Day.) Poinsettias may be donated 
anytime between now and Christmas. Please call 
Rhonna in the office (726‐2877) for more 
information.  

(/.-"#-)&,/.)'!*##&,.-  

Congregational Meeting will be held immediately 
following worship on Sunday, December 11. The 
agenda for the meeting includes: election of 
officers (elders and deacons); reception of the 
report from session regarding the 2012 budget; 
and approval of the pastor’s terms of call.  

!

!
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The Annual Children & Youth Christmas Program 
will be presented in worship on Sunday, December 
18 at the usual 9:30am starting time.  

,567!678!+98:5;<!

Parents, please make sure your children are at the 
church no later than 8:45 on December 18. Lisa 
Brown is directing the play and Jessica Conover is 
leading the music. Other teachers are helping with 
the nativity scene in the program. Others, 
especially parents, who would like to help, please 
talk to Lisa Brown on Sunday, December 4. 
Rehearsals began on November 27 and will 
continue on Wednesdays (for those who attend 
Bible & Confirmation) and on Sundays. The dress 
rehearsal will be held from 11:15‐12:15 on 
Sunday, December 11 following a pizza lunch for 
parents and children.  

(2",1&*)1!#=#!'4*,.)",#1  

We need volunteers to set out 153 luminaries at 
around 4:30pm on Christmas Eve, to light the 
luminaries, to check and relight (if needed) prior 
to the 11:00 service, and pick up the luminaries 
sometime after the late service.  Please call 
Rhonna (726‐2877) if you’d like to spearhead this 
effort or if you’d be willing to assist in the effort.  

-,0&!,$#)!0/"!&2#!2/',$)>!1#)1/. !

Get a couple of church cookbooks for gifts… 
Before we run out! 

“STAINED GLASS TREASURES” (the Lake 
Crystal Presbyterian cookbook) is a collection 
of the best recipes from our church family in 
an attractive, hardcover, keepsake cookbook. 

“Stained Glass Treasures” features a royal 
purple cover with a photograph of a beautiful 
stained glass window in the sanctuary.   

Purchases for $12.00 can be made at the 
church office or from any committee 
member: Eileen Anderson, Karri Fredericksen, 
Annette Farrell, Marcia Karels, LaVola Lewis, 
or Rhonna Nilson.      
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#  The Deacons wish thank you for all who helped 
decorate the tree with hats and mittens and brought 
winter clothing and coats.  All will be donated to the 
local school and Salvation Army. 

#  Dear friends, On behalf of the poor in Appalachia, Hand 
in Hand Ministries would like to thank you for your 
recent donation of $500 which was received on 
10/24/11 for our program in Appalachia. Among other 
things, your gift allows us to continue to repair homes, 
operate a food bank and provide educational 
opportunities for Appalachian families through The 
Auxier Center.  Note: The $500 contribution was raised 
by the Deacons’ effort this summer at the hotdog food 
stand and delivered to Appalachia personally by 
Noreen Wolf on the mission trip in October. 

#  Thank you for all your prayers and expression of 
concern for me this fall during my fight with breast 
cancer.  I am in the middle of radiation treatments and 
all is going well.  The prognosis is very good. Prayers do 
really help!  Rhonna Nilson 
 

087@!;A:!3BCDEC5F!95E!+87G:8;H!(7@@C;;::!

A note, especially to members who might be a little 
disappointed or concerned about the repair work on 
the northwest steps of the church:  The repairs are 
temporary and the church was not charged for 
them. The committee is looking into options for a 
permanent repair that will be done next year. 

Thank you, 

Alan Griffiths, Chairperson 

   

Saturday, December 24, 2011 
5:30 PM –  
Candlel ight Service of Lessons and 
Carols  
11:00 PM –  
Communion-by-
Candlel ight 

   

   

3  Zoe Hiers 
6  Colby Nilson 
6  Carrie Ackerson 
7  Mandy Hughes 
8  Trevor Nilson 
8  Cassie Lewis 
9  Ernie Freier 
11  Luke Kruger 
11   Jean Thomas 
12  Nicholas Lewis 
18  Phena Jones 
20  Janet Schickling 
20  Madelyn Wolf 
21  Chris Hultgren 
21  James K (Bunk) Roberts 
21  Zachary Simonson 
21  Galen Nilson 
22  Eileen Anderson 
25  Jason Farrell 
27  Jesse Gunderson 
29  Steve Yahnke 
31  Ethan Karels 
 

 
Shane and Stacy Augeson  December 28, 2002 
Jeff and Christi Davis    December 29, 1990 

Note:  If you or someone you know is having a special birthday or 
anniversary, please let us know so that we may observe it in the 
newsletter.  We have been attempting to update this information.  
If you notice incorrect or missing dates, please call the church office. 
Thank you! 

  

I78<ACG!);;:5E95J:!678!.7K:@L:8 !
! MNOO! MNON! MNNP!
      

Week 1  QO! 133  88 
Week 2  OORS! 76  86 
Week 3   QR! 50  99 
Week 4  QT! 96  90 
Week 5  5U9! 114  74 

>:98?;7?$9;:!
)K:89F:UI::V !

QP! QT! TO!

 * Including Saturday night worship of 9.  
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The Presbyterian 
Women have named a 
Local Service Chairman 
for each month of the 
year. To help serve at a 
funeral or to volunteer 
to bake cakes please call 
the Local Service 
Chairperson.  

The chairpersons for the next two months are as 
follows:  

W95B98HX!!$::!08:C:8!Y!QMZ?MTZ[!
$:J:@L:8X!!'9!=7D9!':\C<!Y!QMZ?ZM]Q!
!
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN REMIND YOU… 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SAVE:  

¥ CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS 
¥ BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
¥ LABELS FOR EDUCATION 

(7DD:J;C75!L7^:<!98:!D7J9;:E!C5!;A:!JAB8JA!VC;JA:5_!

 

A little trivia… 

Question; Do you know what PWC stands for? 

Answer; “Presbyterian Women of the Church” 

That means all women members of First Presbyterian 
Church (95H!9F:) are members of PWC. 

!

!

PWC will be having their 
festive December meeting and 

potluck luncheon at N oon 
on  Wednesday, December 7.  

All spouses and friends are 
welcome  to attend . 
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CONTACT INFORMATION                                    
Administrative Assistant:  Rhonna Nilson 
Church Office ................................................................. (507) 726-2877 
E-mail ..........................................................presbch@hickorytech.net 
Office Hours............................. Monday – Friday   8:30 AM ‘til noon 
 
Pastor & Teacher:  Rev. Randy Lubbers 
Home ............................................(507) 726-2477  
Mobile (nearly 24/7) ..................(507) 317-9814  
E-mail .....................rlubbers@hickorytech.net 
 
Team Chairpersons & Other Important Phone Numbers  

Worship Team ~ Chair Eileen Anderson……...................................... 947-3131 
Community Life Team ~ Chair Annette Farrell………..….….......726-2828 
Christian Faith Formation Team ~ Chair Laurie Williams………726-2561 
Mission and Service Team ~ Board of Deacons 
Building & Property Committee ~ Chair Alan Griffiths ………….947-3470 
Stewardship and Budget Committee ~ Co Chairs  
............................................Don Wolf @278-3115 & Lonny Hughes @ 947-3333 
Jay Richardson (Custodian)…………..… ...................726-6803   Cell: 317-5061 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Member Living at Autumn Grace (Mankato) 
 

Dorothy Duffey   388-7175 
 

Members in Crystal Seasons (Lake Crystal) 
 

Velma Collis   726-4745 
Bicky Derksen   726-4714 

Edward Mathews   726-4740 
Al Sutherland   726-4738 

 
Member living at Oak Terrace in North Mankato 

 
Gretrude Mc Ginnes   387-2037 

 
Members at Pathstone Living Center (Mankato) 

 
Margaret Carr    385-4399 

Vivian Thomas 
 

Member Living at Sunrise Cottage (Mankato) 
 

La Vern Williams 

+")>#"!(2),.1 !
#?*),'!/"!+2/.# !

If you, or someone you know, would like to be included in 
prayers, please call or e‐mail Rhonna in the church office or 
call or e‐mail Miriam Jones (herbert.jones3@gmail.com) and 
your request will be forwarded to those on the prayer chain.  
Requests will remain on the prayer chain for one month, 
unless we are notified otherwise.  The person calling in the 
request is responsible for updating us on the individual’s 
condition at the end of the one‐month period, or when the 
individual’s condition or needs change. 

YUMMY      YUMMY!!!!! 
 
 
BAKED POTATO BAKE 
will be held on Saturday, Dec 3 
from 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
presented by the PWC.  Come 
join us for a great meal of 
baked potatoes with all the 
toppings, salads and bars!  
There will be a free‐will 
offering.    
 
DEACON’S BAKE SALE 
Once again the Deacon’s will be 
holding a Bake Sale during the 
Potato Bake supper.  This is 
your opportunity to show off 
your favorite recipe by 
donating a batch to the bake 
sale.  You can drop off your 
bake items at the stage in the 
Fellowship Hall after 12 noon 
on Saturday, December 3rd.  If 
needed the Deacons will 
package your goodies, all you 
need to do is drop them off.    
All proceeded raised by the 
Bake Sale will go to the 
Salvation Army.   
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MINUTES 
THE SESSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

LAKE CRYSTAL, MINNESOTA 
STATED MEETING—NOVEMBER 15, 2011 

 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 
The stated meeting of session was called to order with 
prayer and scripture reading from Psalm 103 by Randy 
Lubbers, Moderator on Tuesday, November 15 at 7:00 
PM in the music/meeting room.  Elders shared what they 
are thankful for that happened within the past 24 hours.  
The time of sharing was followed by intercessory prayer. 
Elders Present:  Eileen Anderson, Annette Farrell, Lori 
Hood, Mary Olson, Alan Griffiths, Lonny Hughes, Ruth 
Ledwein, Randy Lubbers (Moderator), Rhonna Nilson 
(Clerk).  Elders Excused: Don Wolf. Elders Absent: Mike 
Leverson. Others Present: None. A quorum was declared. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE 
Votes of Reception and Approval: 
MSC to approve the agenda.  MSC to approve the 
minutes from the stated meeting on October 18 with the 
addition of; MSC to hold the congregational meeting for 
election of officers and terms of call on December 11, 2011 
following the worship service.  MSC to receive the 
financial reports as of October 31, 2011 
Communications/Concerns from the clerk:  
1. Thank-you received from Hand in Hand Ministries 
for $500 donation for the poor in Appalachia. 
2. Note from Angel Tree Committee was passed 
around. 
Report from the Membership Ad Hoc Committee 
consisting of Ruth Ledwein, Mary Olson and Rhonna 
Nilson. MSC to send a letter written by Randy to inactive 
members and potential inactive members requesting 
information from them on their status of church 
membership.   
Communications/Concerns from the Pastor: 
• MSC to approve the Baptism of Ayla Christine 
Elwer, daughter of Brian and Jenny (nee Othoudt) Elwer 
on November 13, 2011. 
• Nominating Committee is making progress on 
finding four elders and three deacons. 
• The Ministerial Committee is having an Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Eve Service  Wednesday, November 23 at 
7:00pm here at First Presbyterian Church.  The worship 
service will be 45 minutes focusing on thanksgiving 
expressed through praise, prayer and scripture readings. 
• Feast at First is on furlough for this year after the 
past seven years with the full expectation of beginning it 
again in 2012. 
• Youth group: “First Sunday” at First October 2 
bonfire at Lubbers was attended by 7 students.  Game 
night on November 6 was attended by 3 students. 
• Ordination/Installation of Deacon and Elders will be 
January 8, 2012. 
 
TEAM REPORTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
Personnel Subcommittee:  1) Motion to approve 
compensation increases as follows including retroactive 
application of the increase for assistant organist; 
Jay Richardson increase of .27 to $12.00 (2.3% increase) 
Rhonna Nilson increase of .41 to $12.65 (3.3% increase) 
Organist increase of $3.00 to $105 per service + mileage 
(2.9% increase) 
Music Director increase of $3.00 to $105 per service + 
mileage (2.9% increase) 
Assistant Organist increase of $26.00 to $105 per service  

Choir Accompanist (Sunday Morning) recommends 
deleting this category unless a permanent accompanist is 
found and making accompanying the choir an 
expectation (if the anthem is within the comfort level of 
the organist/pianist and adequate opportunity for 
preparation is given by the choir director) 
MSC to amend motion to add mileage to assistant 
organist 
MSC to amend motion to exclude- including retroactive 
application of the increase for assistant organist 
MSC to approve motion as amended 
2) MSC to approve 2012 Terms of Call maintaining 
compensation at the previous level of 2011 Terms of Call 
for Pastor Randal Lubbers.   
Stewardship & Budget Committee:  1) After review MSC 
to approve Ministry Financial Plan for 2012 as presented.  
Copy attached 2) Discussion that session should give 
priority to be working on a proactive comprehensive 
stewardship plan.  3)  A stewardship letter will be going 
out this week to all members. 
Worship & Music Team:  1) Attendance for “Experience 
the Light of Saturday Night” service was discussed 
(Nov=8, Oct=8, Sept=12 Aug=50).   
Faith Formation Team:   1) Lisa Brown will be 
coordinating the Christmas Program to be presented 
during our normal morning worship hour on Dec 18. 
Community-Life Team:  1) The bowling outing was 
attended by 9 bowlers and 2 cheerleaders, with all having 
a great time. 
Building & Property Committee:  1) The parking lot 
repaving will be next spring. 
Board of Deacons (Mission and Service):  and PWC will 
be holding the annual Baked Potato Buffet and the 
Deacon’s Christmas Bake Sale on Sat., Dec 3 at 5-7pm. 
 
ADJOURNMENT & DISMISSAL 
Teams and committee meetings are scheduled for 
Tuesday, December 6 from 6:30-7:30pm. 
Next regular session meeting is scheduled for December 
13 at 7:00pm.  Treats will be provided by Elder class of 
2011. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:13 with Lord’s Prayer. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rhonna Nilson, Clerk of Session 


